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After nearly 50 years, on December 15, 2008 the normalization of the  exchange of mail between 
China and Taiwan (Republic of China) has taken place.  There have been many articles written on 
various aspects of the opening of the first exchanges in 1988.  However, very little has been written 
in English, so perhaps our notes on this very interesting period of  postal history will be of some 
interest..  

In late 1949 two large areas still controlled by the Republic of China (Nationalist forces) were the 
area around Chengdu, Szechwan Province and the island of Hainan.  Fig. 1 is an interesting cover 
dated October 10, 1949 to Taipei.  You will note the Szechwan silver yuan stamps which were in 
use at the time.  At this time, all the mail to Taiwan were transported by military aircraft.  How 
long it took the letter to arrive in Taipei is unknown.  However, no receiving cancel was applied. 
You will notice the chop on the back of the cover dated February 10, 1950, fig. 1a.    This cancel is 
a censored (mail inspected) cancel.  The cover could very well have arrived in Taipei much earlier, 
but was held for inspection.  In this case where the letter had been in the possession of the military 
for a long time, the post office did not apply a receiving postmark when it was turned over to them 
for delivery.   It is safe to assume the letter was delivered within 1-2 days of the cancel.  The 
military forces on Hainan Island were evacuated to Kinmen in April 20, 1950.  The island finally 
fell to the communist forces on May 1, 1950.  With the exception of a few small offshore islands, 
the communist take over of the mainland was complete.   
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During the 1950 to early 1953 period,  very few letters were forwarded to Taiwan through Hong 
Kong.  They are very scarce, with probably less than 40 known for this period.  Fig. 2 is an 
example of a  letter that was mailed from Kiangyin, Kiangsu Province to Hong Kong on July 27, 
1950.  It was then rerouted to Taiwan, no back stamp being applied by Hong Kong.  The cover has 
a receiving censored cancel of July 21, 1950, fig.. 2a.    The censors kept the letter until it was 
turned over to the Taipei post office for delivery on January 2, 1951 fig. 2b.     
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At this point it might be best to explain the censored cancels, or other postal markings.  These 
were applied to mail to indicate inspection of the letter.  This may only entail recording mail 
received by a certain addressee, or inspection to determine if bank notes other items of monetary 
value are enclosed.  The normal process after 1953 was that a letter was received by the post office 
(usually from or to overseas).  A back stamp was applied to indicate date of receipt.  Based on the 
criteria for inspection, the letter would then be send to the inspection service involved (there were 
many agencies that had an interest at this time).  When turned over to the censor agency, it was 
stamped out and had to be returned the same date.  If further inspection, perhaps by other 
agencies were involved, they it would  be stamped out to them.  It was tightly controlled to assure 
return of the letter for delivery.  One of the specialists on the censor cancels of Taiwan is Chung 
Huo-Sheng.  He published a set of two books, The Censor Daters In Taiwan Area (1949-1988) in 
2003.  Hundreds of known cancels are listed.  Sometime in the future we will discuss this area of 
collecting.   

A second cover, fig. 3 is a cover from Chekiang Province mailed to Taipei on June 5, 1950, with a 
very unclear receiving cancel of June 25, 1950.  Fig. 3a  is the back with stamps. 



 


